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COMMUNITY 

 
 

 In the New Testament 
book entitled, ‘The Acts of the 
Apostles’, we learn a lot about 
the early church. We learn about 
their early worship experience, 
and the community they formed 
as followers of Jesus.  
 

 In chapter two, we actually find the 
foundation for our present-day worship service. 
Verse 42 states, “They devoted themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and the prayers.” This text is one of the 
reasons we offer a weekly celebration of the 
Eucharist. This is also why, in many traditions, the 
Sunday morning worship service is often called 
‘Word & Sacrament’.   
 

 Verses 44-46 acknowledge the sense of 
community that is being established as the early 
church begins its mission. “All who believed were 
together and had all things in common; they would 
sell their possessions and goods and distribute the 
proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as 
they spent much time together in the temple, they 
broke bread at home and ate their food with glad 
and generous hearts, praising God and having good 
will of all the people.”  Within these two verses, a 
couple of things come to my attention.  
 

 First, they tended to the needs of one 
another and saw each other as equals. In the early 
church, power, prestige, and position were ignored. 
The focus of the community was believing, 
belonging, and benevolence.   
 

 However, this new way of community was 
not without debate. Their mantra of believing, 
belonging and benevolence, turned the greater 
community upside down. This new church, 
established upon the cornerstone of Jesus, gave 
way to God’s great and abundant grace for all; just 
as Jesus had exhibited during his ministry while he 
was here on earth.   



 

Everyone, regardless of who they were, had a place at the 
table in this new community. With this Christ-like way of being, this 
new community saw one another in the light of God’s abundant and 
unlimited grace and mercy. Others responded to this new community 
and in the text that is before us, the growth of this new community is 
recorded in this manner: “Day by day the Lord added to their 
number.”  

 

Today, we often talk aloud about how we might experience 
church growth in our time and place. I am convinced that church 
growth happens when community happens. Folks become excited 
about ministry when they can believe, belong, and are given 
opportunities for benevolence. Community is the natural outcome of 
this way of being.  

 

Secondly, each time that early Christian community gathered, 
they celebrated the goodness of God. I think one could ascertain, 
from the text, that their celebration was not limited to an easy smile 
or polite conversation. Instead, we are told that they celebrated with 
“glad and generous hearts.” I translate that to mean that they gave 
freely of themselves. They gave of their time, their talent, and their 
resources to one another for the greater common good, not out of 
duty, but with delight.   

 

Their greater common good, and ours, is the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. We are created and called to live in community, one with the 
other. We are created and called to share the message of the 
Gospel. This message is the world’s salvation. This message is 
simple: Jesus Christ, crucified, died, buried, and resurrected for the 
redemption of the whole creation.  

 

My prayer, as your pastor, is that we be a community of faith that 
reflects the Acts of the Apostles. May the desire of our hearts be 
about the grace-given gift of our deep faith, the belonging that true 
community offers, and the benevolence of loving each other and 
God our Father, with glad and generous hearts.    
 

See you in church on Sunday! 
  

Pr. Jim 

 

Officers and Council Members 
 

Executive Board  

Rev. James L. Friesner, Jr., 231-468-9155, Parish Pastor 
Jerry Welton, 843-4743, President  

James Grey, 843-0990, Vice-President  
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Ministry Support Team 
 

 Lou McCarthy  757-9629 Administrative Assistant  
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 Sally Teague  845-6706 Sexton 
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 Yvonne Bannon   90-2495  Nursery Caregiver 
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Christian Outreach 
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Come out to donate this month 
and you could win 

a $500 Best Buy gift card AND 
$250 in free groceries and 

$125 in free gas from Meijer! 

Ludington Knights of Columbus 
301 N Jebavy Drive 

Tuesday, August 16, 2011 
11:30 am—5:15 pm 

 

To schedule an appointment, 
log onto redcrossblood.org, sponsor code: KofC Ludington. 

Must have photo ID or donor card to donate. 
 

Donating blood is safe, simple and makes a difference. 

 

To become a blood donor, you must be at least 17 years old, 
weigh at least 110 pounds, and be in general good health. 

ELCA Disaster Response 
HORN OF AFRICA DROUGHT RELIEF 

 

The worst drought in 60 years has reached crisis level in East 
Africa. Ten million people in Somalia, Kenya, Djibouti and Ethiopia 
are at risk. Your help is needed now to bring immediate relief and 
ongoing support to communities affected. Gifts designated to 
“Horn of Africa Drought” will be used in full—100%—to help 
disaster survivors with immediate and long-term needs. Give 
through your congregation or send your check directly to: ELCA 
Disaster Response, 39330 Treasury Center, Chicago, IL 60694
-9300. Write “Horn of Africa Drought” on your check’s memo line. 

 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE--July 2011 

A total of $3,545.00 per week is needed to maintain the day to day 
ministry of our parish. 
 
Date Rec’d      Attendance      Envelope Offerings         Year-to-Date                      
07/03     108                   $3,685  $  (9,831) 
07/10                 126                $3,174  $(10,202) 
07/17       98                   $1,567              $(12,180) 
07/24     122                $2,797  $(12,928) 
 
 

2011 Parish Pledge to Bread of Life Lutheran Church:  $1,000.00 
Noisy Offering Rec’d to date:            $566.07 
Balance to be raised:                                      ($433.93) 
 
2011 Building Fund Debt (as of 07/24):       
Total cost of projects:    $174,348 
Total amount borrowed:       $  92,600 (incl. interest) 
Amount received to date (to pay off loans):       $  65,323 

Watch the weekly Embers for information on our upcoming 
Fall Stewardship Campaign. Please consider carefully your generous 

response in light of the gospel of Christ. 



 

BAPTIZED INTO THE FAMILY OF GOD 
 
 

Ethan Arthur Reed 
son of Brad & Betsy Reed 

May 1, 2011 
 

Rilyn Grace Castillo 
daughter of Anthony & Crystal Castillo 

July 3, 2011 
 

Jack Xavier Willis 
son of Mark & Jeanne Willis 

July 24, 2011 

Congratulations and Happy Birthday to: 
 

John Quinn (8-1) 
Bob Taylor (8-18) 

  

For a complete list of August birthdays, 
please visit our website at: 

www.emanuel-lutheran.com 

Please keep our Confirmation Students in prayer: 
       

Madisyn Brockelbank, Zachery Buskirk, Kaitlyn Dixon, Kyle 
Dixon, Rune Kirby, Jacob Lesinski, Julia Maltbie, Maggie Nagle, 

Tambrea Sumner, Laci Sroka and Cady Thomas 

 

Leah Cutler, Emily Millspaugh, and Morgan Mitchell 

 

The Emanuel parish family extends our prayers and 
sympathy to the family and friends of Melvin 
Walker, husband of Vernice Walker, who passed 
away on June 23, 2011 in Mesa, Arizona. A 
Memorial Mass was celebrated in the Nave at 
Emanuel Lutheran Church on July 29, 2011. 
 

Prayers and sympathy are also extended to the 
family and friends of Alice Fugere, wife of Howard 
Fugere, who passed away on June 27, 2011. 

  

May they rest in peace. 

 

Planning Ahead: 

Emanuel Lutheran Church will be holding a Silent Auction 
in December. We are looking for items to auction. If you 
have any of the following items that you would be willing to 
donate, please contact the Parish Office, 231-843-3686, or 
bring your item into the office on or before November 27th.  
 
SUGGESTED ITEMS: 
 Gift certificate from area business 
 Craft items; Homemade Quilts, knitted items, etc. 
 Gift certificate for homemade baked goods, home-

cooked meal, etc. 
 Gift certificate for “handyman jobs,” i.e. raking, snow-

removal, painting, etc. 
 Gift certificate for housecleaning 
 Gift certificate for boating; charter fishing; golf, etc. 
 Movie or concert tickets 
 Anything of value that might be auctioned. 
 
If you have any questions or for more information, please 
contact the Parish Office. 

Tuesday 
October 18  

(details to follow in the September Herald) 

ENJOY BREAKFAST WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY ON: 
 

September 11 

October 9 

November 13 

 

(Immediately after Worship. Menu to be announced.) 



 

Emergency Meals 
As an outreach ministry of Emanuel Lutheran Church, 
meals are delivered to those recovering from an illness, 
accident or another emergency situation. If you know of 
someone who is in need of emergency meals, please call 
the parish office at 843-3686. 

Alzheimer’s Memory Walk 

Sunday, August 21, 2011 
 

If you wish to make a pledge, please see one of the 

following walkers: Jim & Sandy Bloom 
   Fred & Jane Horstman 

   John & Linda Ochs 
 

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans is matching the first $100. 

Please make your check out to: Thrivent Chapter #30813 and put “Alzheimer’s 
Walk” on the memo line. Thank you in advance for your generosity! 

 

An informal men's small-group ministry called 
"Coffee and Conversation", consists, very 
simply, of a weekly opportunity to get together. 
For information, see Steve Mertz after church, 

or join us this Wednesday at 9 AM at Brenda's Harbor Cafe, 316 S. 
James Street.  

Our fifth annual Back to School Blowout will be on August 27, from 
noon to 2:00 p.m. We couldn’t do it without our wonderful 
volunteers, donors and great cookie bakers! Mark this date on your 
calendar for another fun-filled day for all our neighborhood and 
parish children. Watch the weekly Embers for more information. 

SAVE THE DATE!! 

BACK TO 

SCHOOL 

BLOWOUT 

 

AUGUST 27, 2011 

 

New Opportunities for Growth 
 

Exciting news! This fall you will have opportunities to choose an adult 
small group for personal and spiritual growth. These groups are being 
formed in response to part of the congregational vision developed last fall. 
Two groups have already begun: the Wednesday morning men’s Coffee 
and Conversation as well as the Sunday morning 40-minute Bible Study. 
We are continuing to prayerfully work towards choices for this fall which 
will include Bible studies, Christian book discussions and educational 
training sessions. Please watch the Sunday bulletins and upcoming 
information and conversations during Coffee Hour for more information. 
We look forward to experiencing the abundant joy, fruitfulness and 
wholeness that God so freely offers to us all as we learn and grow 
together. Please keep us in your prayers as we plan together and please 
do contact any of us with your thoughts and suggestions. Thank you. 

 

Your Educational Ministry Team, 
Jan Leinberger, Steve Mertz, Dede Samuels, Laurie Seidelman 

Join us each Wednesday 

at 11:00 am as we pray 

for the special intentions 

of our parish. 
 

All are welcome! 

Pastor & Church Council Members, 
Thank you so much for your donation & support for M.O.T.H.E.R. 
So many exciting things have evolved since we spoke. The 
concept is well-received in the community and Iôm confident we will 
have support next year. Getting funded so quickly this year would 
have been impossible in time for the pilot. Without your check and my personal 
funds the filing fee would not have been met on time. The cost went from $750 to 
$850. Airfare was funded by my parents and Art Center rental from friends & family. 
Everything is falling in place. You will see a newspaper article on the camp running 
the first week of June. You gave me happy tears the other week. J Mine are just 
the first of many that will fall from M.O.T.H.E.R. starting. Thank you, thank you, 
thank you! 

--Lois Janish 
 

Dear People of Emanuel Lutheran Church, 
Thank you so much for your faithful financial & prayerful support. We are so 
grateful for your partnership with us in our ministry to the Hudsonville area. Please 
keep us in prayer as we expect our new permanent pastor, Pastor Paul Krupinski, 
who begins his ministry soon! God bless you! 

--Pastor Rob Dorow 



 

Dear Emanuel Scholarship Committee and congregation, 
Thank you for recently awarding me the Sahlmark and Emanuel Scholarships. Your 
continued  support is much appreciated and is helping me towards my goal of becoming a 
physical therapist 

Thanks, again, 
Kailey Patterson 

 

Dear Rev. James L. Friesner, Jr. and Committee, 
I am greatly honored to receive both the Esther E. and Joseph Sahlmark Scholarship and 
the Emanuel Scholarship. Thanks to your generosity, this scholarship will help me meet my 
financial obligation to attend Grand Valley State University this fall to study the field of 
Hospitality Management. Thank you, again. 

Sincerely, 
Katherine McCann 

 

Dear Emanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church Scholarship Committee, 
I would like to thank you for awarding a $250.00 Memorial Scholarship to me for the 2011-
2012 academic year at Marine Mechanics Institute in Orlando, Florida. This scholarship 
money will be used toward tuition, books, and tools.  

Again, thank you, Emanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Alex Skinner 

 

Pastor Jim, Brothers & Sisters of Emanuel: 
I would like to thank you all for your prayers during my recent surgery and hospital stay. It 
meant so much to me and my family during this time. 

With Godôs love to all! 
Marshall Mattis & Family 

 

Dear Emanuel Lutheran Church & Scholarship Committee, 
Thank you for awarding me the Sahlmark & Emanuel Scholarships for the 2011-12 school 
year. As I enter my third year at Loyola Stritch School of Medicine, I am grateful for the 
continued support of this wonderful congregation. These scholarships will help with the 
costs of medical school and I am greatly appreciative. 

In peace, 
Laura Heinrich 

 

Dear Emanuel Lutheran Church and Scholarship Committee, 
Thank you very much for awarding me the Sahlmark and Emanuel Scholarships. This 
monetary gift will be used for my education at Aquinas College in Grand Rapids. I am 
currently majoring in Business Administration and Communication, as well as getting a 
minor in Industrial and Organizational Psychology. 

Thank you, 
Kristin Heinrich 

 

Dear Pastor Jim &  My Church Family, 
After a few minor complications, I finally see the light at the end of the tunnel post-surgically. 
Please know how deeply appreciated your prayers, calls & cards have been for me. I am 
truly blessed. 

In Christian Love, 
Eleanor Anderson 

Dear Emanuel, 
Thank you so much for sending me to camp for free. I had a great time there. I made new 
friends and learned so much. 

Sincerely, 
Jacob Lesinski 

 

Christian Ed in the News! 

For more information, contact Hjordis at 843-3686. 

+ Cone Club continues through August: 2nd through 8th grade students are 

invited to meet with Tom & Patricia Ezdebski on Tuesday, August 2nd, 16th and 

30th from 7:30-9:30 pm at House of Flavors to enjoy some ice cream and 

conversation on “life topics.” Bring a friend and join the fun! 
 
+ Adult Education: 
Christian Ed is pleased to announce that Jan Leinberger is now chairing the Adult 

Education sub-committee. Jan has already done an amazing amount of work setting 

up various small group sessions and she and her team have lots of ideas yet to 

come! Here are two groups that are already available: 

 Sunday Morning Bible Study (in the library following Worship) 

 Men’s Coffee & Conversation (Wednesday mornings at Brenda’s Café) 
 

Watch your weekly Embers and the Herald as new groups are made available. 

 

+ Confirmation: First Class: Sunday, Sept. 11 from 5-6:30 pm 

Dinner will be served from 5-5:30 pm. Parents are asked to join in the meal time. 

There will be a short presentation and class overview at that time. 

 Teaching Teams: Pastor Jim & Norma Friesner, Shari & Don Verduin, Tanya 

Lesinski & Dede Samuel, Vicki Dorrell. 

 New Students: Leah Cutler, Morgan Mitchell, Emily Millspaugh 

 

+ Sunday School: 

 We are excited about the upcoming changes to our Sunday School Schedule. 

With the change in service time to 9:30 am year-round, the Christian Education 

Committee voted to support Sunday School during worship time. Children will 

start class right at 9:30 am. They will return to service just before communion. 

The Children’s Sermon will follow communion instead of preceding it.  
 

 Teachers will continue to teach on a rotational schedule, so that no one is away 

from service entirely. Special programming, i.e. the Christmas play, may 

require some practicing to occur following the 9:30 service or mid-week. These 

practices will be announced. 

 

So, with all that said, we look forward to seeing you on: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

All children aged pre-school through 6th grade are invited to participate. 

Sunday, September 11, 2011 

9:30 am. 


