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Advent...it is a time of preparation, a time of 
contemplation. It is a time when we consider the gift 
we are about to receive. Yet, unlike other gifts that 
we receive, we know there will be no surprise. We 
will not unwrap this gift and wonder what the giver 
might have been thinking when they purchased the 
item for us; nor will we be able to offer a sincere, 
“This is what I’ve always wanted!” We know what 
the gift will be. We know the Christmas story.  
 

On a couple of occasions in my lifetime, I can 
remember my mom telling the story of what 
Christmas was like at her house. My grandfather 
was a glass worker. There were seven children in 
the family and Mom was the youngest. Each year on 
Christmas, Mom and all of her siblings would 
receive only one gift. Mom’s gift was a doll-baby and 
she knew what the gift would be. On Christmas 
morning, each child was handed their gift. Mom and 
her siblings would spend the day playing with their 
individual gift and then, at the end of Christmas day, 
the gift would be handed back to her parents, never 
to be celebrated or shared with others until the next 
Christmas.  
 

The season of Advent prepares our hearts each 
year for the gift of the Christ Child, the baby Jesus.  
It reminds us of the story of a young girl, named 
Mary, who was willing to be a part of God’s act of 
redemption. Advent brings to us the story of a 
carpenter, named Joseph, who risked everything to 
support the one to whom he was betrothed. Advent 
brings us to a place where a promise of God is 
fulfilled. Just ask the faithful Zachariah. Advent 
reminds us that God’s whole creation will soon be 
delivered from the hopelessness and darkness that 
has shrouded its very being. The Light, the glorious 
Light of God, Himself, will come to bring peace and 
joy to all.  

From the Pastor 



 

Unlike my mom’s experience as a young child, this gift does not 
have to be returned. Instead, it can be celebrated again and again,  
each and every day, because the season of Advent brings us, 
ultimately, to a day of declaration: “Unto you is born, this day, in the 
city of David, a Savior, who is Christ the Lord!” 
 

I pray that you will be renewed in this Advent season. I pray that 
God’s Holy Spirit will work a new joy in your heart as you hear the 
story of Jesus once again and receive him anew on Christmas day.    

See you in church on Sunday! 

 Pr. Jim 

PS: Christmas Services will be as follows: 

 

5:00 pm  Christmas Eve—Family Service at Emanuel 
6:45 pm  Christmas Eve—Christ Mass at Grace 
9:00 pm  Christmas Eve—Christ Mass at Emanuel 
10:00 am  Christmas Day—an abbreviated service for  
         Grace & Emanuel—at Emanuel 

SUNDAY WORSHIP TIME 

IS CHANGING! 
Beginning December 4th 

our Worship Service will begin at 10:30 am. 

The Emanuel parish family extends our prayers and 
sympathy to the family and friends of Carl Cooperrider, 
father of Norma (Pr. Jim) Friesner, who passed away on 
Tuesday, November 15, 2011 in Ohio. Cards of 
sympathy may be sent to the family at: 5858 W Iris Rd, 
Ludington MI 49431. 

 

May he rest in peace. 

COUNCIL MEMBERS: Please mark your calendar for our 

December Council Meeting/Christmas celebration beginning 

at 6:00 pm on December 12th at Pastor & Norma’s home. 

Please bring a dish to pass and join us for an evening of 

Christmas fellowship. 

*Parish Membership is welcome at all Council meetings. 

 

Officers and Council Members 
 

Executive Board  

Rev. James L. Friesner, Jr., 231-468-9155, Parish Pastor 
Jerry Welton, 843-4743, President  

James Grey, 843-0990, Vice-President  
Steve Mertz, 845-1185, Secretary  
Tony Hamm, 843-9540, At-Large 

 

Through 2011 
 James Grey    843-0990  Position C 
 Larry Rees     843-8235  Position D 
 Jerry Welton    843-4743  Position E 
 Sandy Nelson      845-5295   Position F 

 

Through 2012 
 Tamara Brand   843-0089  Position I 
 Tony Hamm   843-9540  Position J 
 Joyce Usiak   852-0066  Position K 
 Ann Bird   845-5523  Position L 

 

Through 2013 
 Seree’ Jo Schmidt 898-6193  Position A 
 Cindy Jarvie   843-2613  Position B 
 Steve Mertz   845-1185  Position G 
 Donald Verduin   425-3549  Position H  

 
 
 

Ministry Support Team 
 

 Lou McCarthy  757-9629 Administrative Assistant  
 Hjordis Rivet          425-3633     Children’s Family Ministry 
 Craig Avery  233-1680 Music Director 
 Sally Teague  845-6706 Sexton 
 Kathy Keson  845-9150 Financial Secretary 
 Yvonne Bannon   90-2495  Nursery Caregiver 
 Eric Dixon  843-9253 Grounds 

Altar Guild 
Jenny Grey            343-3222 
Norma Friesner            468-9233 
 

Christian Outreach 
Anna Anderson            845-5684        
 

Christian Education 
Bill Anderson            845-5684 
 

Congregational Care  
Sandy Nelson            845-5295 
 

Finance 
Joyce Usiak            852-0066 

Property 
Jerry Welton            843-4743 
 

Scholarship  
Sonja Siewert            794-8106 
 

Stewardship 
Jim Grey            843-0990 
Jeanne Kagey            843-9945 
 

Worship & Music 
Jenny Grey            343-3222         

Parish Committees & Chairs   



 

CHRISTMAS  
POINSETTIAS 

 
Please use this form to make a dedication of 
flowers for our Christmas Services 
 

(Please print all information) 
 

Donated by:  
 ______________________________________________ 
 

    □ In memory of loved ones     - or - 

    □ In thanksgiving for blessings received   - or- 

 

    □ In memory of:   

 ______________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________ 

 

Make checks payable to Emanuel and indicate  
“Xmas flowers” in the memo, please. 

 

Amount donated:  $_______________ 
(There is no set amount, donate whatever you like to the total cost; excess 

funds will be used as needed by the Altar Guild and/or Worship Committee) 
 

 Your Offering envelope #______ 
 

These dedications are due in the Parish Office  
on/by December 18th.    

Congratulations and Happy Birthday to: 
 

 12/17    Marguerite Andersen 
 12/17    Marian Rogan 
 12/22    Evelyn Rohrmoser 
 12/25    Carol Goff 

 

For a complete list of December birthdays, 
please visit our website at: www.emanuel-lutheran.com 

 

Christmas Eve, December 24 

 

5:00 pm Family Service 
6:45 pm Christ Mass at Grace 

9:00 pm Christ Mass at Emanuel 
 

Christmas Day, December 25 

 

10:00 am Emanuel/Grace 
Shared Christmas Liturgy 

at Emanuel  

and abundant blessings in the New Year! 
--the staff of Emanuel Lutheran Church 

Christmas Community Dinner 
Emanuel Lutheran Church, 501 E. Danaher Street 

Sunday, December 25, 2010 
Noon until 2:00 p.m. 

 

Delivery is available for those who are homebound. Please call the 
Parish Office at 843-3686 on or before Thursday, December 22nd, 
to order delivery. 
 

We are in need of Kitchen Help! Please contact Steve to volunteer: 
845-1185. 



 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
We just want to thank you for your generous fits of food and 
money. It brings joy to our hearts seeing how God goes beyond 
denominations to accomplish his work. May you feel God’s 
blessing as you put your heart into his service. 

All our love in Christ, 
Harbor Light Food Pantry & and Bruce & Sandy 

 

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ of Emanuel Lutheran Church, 
Please accept this $25 check as a small token of appreciation for supporting our 
Care Abounds in Community Projects in 2011. 

Forever indebted to God’s grace and mercy, 
Jim Bloom, President  

Lake-Mason-Osceola Chapter #30813 
Thrivent financial for Lutherans 

 

Dear Emanuel, 
I would like to thank you again for the use of the church during the recent 
November General Election. Your continued kindness and consideration are 
much appreciated. I am enclosing a check from the City to show our appreciation. 
I will be contacting you after the new year to arrange for use of the hall for the 
Tuesday, February 28, 2012 election. 

Sincerely, 
Deborah L. Luskin CMC, City Clerk 

 

Dear Pr. Jim, 
Our 2011 Optimist Pasty Sale has been very successful in raising funds for our 
youth programs. The generosity of Emanuel Lutheran Church, its members and 
leaders, have aided in this success. Throughout the preparation, baking, 
packaging processes and beyond, your kindness has made us feel like family. 
Some of our best memories have been made in your kitchen and community 
space. The Optimists have always looked forward to this event with great 
anticipation and enthusiasm. Our members could not find better partners to help 
show our community what goodwill is made of. Thank you again, for all your 
assistance in making this event a wonderful experience. Please accept this $100 
check as a small token of our appreciation. We would like this donation to be 
designated for the church building fund. 

Sincerely, 
Roger A Martin, Past President, 

Optimist Club of Ludington 
 

At the funeral for Charles R. Goff held at Emanuel Lutheran Church on October 
20, 2011, every aspect of the church was functioning at the highest level. The 
most comforting message by Pastor Friesner, the music, arrangement of floral 
pieces, printed program, liturgy reading and luncheon were all executed in the 
finest way. The purpose of the service was to review the life of Charles and to 
make his passage into eternal life a reality. The beautiful old church was in all its 
glory with so many dedicated people contributing to the purpose of this service. 
Our most sincere expression of appreciation to everyone who made it so 
memorable. May his soul rest in peace.  

—The family of Charles Goff 
 

Dear Pastor Friesner: 
Please allow me to express the gratitude of Lutheran Social Services of Michigan 
for Emanuel Lutheran Church—Ludington’s generous donation of $120.00. LSSM 
appreciates your members’ commitment to serving people as an expression of 
the love of Christ.  

Cordially, 
Richard K. Martin, Vice President, Advancement 

 

EMERGENCY MEALS: As an outreach ministry of 
Emanuel Lutheran Church, meals are delivered to 
those recovering from an illness, accident or another 
emergency situation. If you know of someone who is in 
need of emergency meals, please call the parish office 
at 843-3686. 

An informal men's small-group ministry called                           
"Coffee and Conversation", consists, very 
simply, of a weekly opportunity to get together. 
For information, see Steve Mertz after church, or join us this 
Wednesday at 9 AM at Brenda's Harbor Cafe, 316 S. James St. 

Join us each Wednesday at 11:00 am 
as we pray for the special intentions  

of our parish. 

CHRISTMAS ANGEL TREE 
Thank you to all who participated in our 
2011 Angel Tree Project. Because of your 
generosity, local families will have a 
wonderful Christmas. Your willingness to 

share the true spirit of the Christmas season is greatly 
appreciated. 

PHOTOS NEEDED 
"If you have any fantastic photos from  Emanuel 
events that we could "borrow", the directory 
team is in need of them. We can get them back 
to you after we scan them for the parish 
directory.  You may leave them in my mailbox at 
Emanuel or   e-mail them to me at 

anniemariebird@yahoo.com. Thanks and God bless! 
 —Ann Bird 

 

PS from the office: Our Ann is recuperating after a successful 
surgery. If you’d like to send her a card, she is at: Care & 
Rehabilitation Center at Glacier Hills, Room 242, 1200 Earhart 
Rd, Ann Arbor, MI 48105. 



 

Thank you to all who volunteered their time and 
talents to help with Emanuel’s temporary shelter 
for the homeless of Mason County. Your 
unselfish and enthusiastic support is evidence of 
the work of the Gospel in our midst. 

Thank you to Andy Nelson who donated the 

trees for Luther Hall and the Memorial Garden 

and to the family of Charles Goff who agreed 

to designate Charlie’s memorial funds for the 

purchase of the tree for our Nave. 

 
 

Join us for the celebration 
of the feast of St. Lucia 

on  Sunday, December 11th at 6:00 p.m.  
Emanuel Lutheran Church 

501 E. Danaher, Ludington MI 
 

If you wish to pick up a Swedish outfit for your child, 
grandchild, or any little girl that you know who will be 
attending our St. Lucia Festival of Lights, please contact 
Buffy Nagle at 843-6260. Also, please remember to bring 
your delicious Swedish cookies, St. Lucia Buns or other 
treats on that day or during the week prior to the 
celebration. Thank you so much!!  

Please keep our Confirmation Students in prayer: 
       

Madisyn Brockelbank, Zachery Buskirk, Kaitlyn Dixon, 
Kyle Dixon, Rune Kirby, Jacob Lesinski, Julia Maltbie, 

Maggie Nagle, Tambrea Sumner, Lacie Sroka 
and Cady Thomas 

 
Leah Cutler, Emily Millspaugh, and Morgan Mitchell 

 

A total of $3,545.00 per week is needed to maintain the day-to-day 
ministry of our parish. 
 

Date Rec’d      Attendance    Envelope Offerings        Year-to-Date                      
10/30                 131   $2,561           $(19,032) 
11/06     124   $4,354                    $(18,223) 
11/13     160               $2,066           $(19,702) 
11/20     140   $3,679           $(19,568) 
11/27     118               $3,649           $(19,464) 

 

Noisy Offering  ($1,000 pledged)  Rec’d to date:           $   911.13 
LSSM   ($1,000 pledged)  Rec’d to date:           $   830.00 
Missions  ($1,000 pledged)  Rec’d to date:              $1,685.00 
World Hunger  ($1,000 pledged)  Rec’d to date:              $   477.90 
 

2011 Building Fund Debt (as of 11/27):       
Total cost of projects:      $174,348.00 
Total amount borrowed:         $  92,600.00 (incl. interest) 
Amount received to date (to pay off loans) 
including interest paid:           $  83,404.20 

Our Emanuel Family, 
Thank you for your kind expression of sympathy. The floral arrangement was 
absolutely beautiful. In the midst of our sorrow, we give thanks for a life so 
fully lived. 

—Norma & Pastor Jim 
 

Thank you so much for the meals. They made our Thanksgiving wonderful, 
because my mother is 91 and may not be with us for another Thanksgiving. 

God bless you, 
Jim Nephew 

A Measure of Our Love 

2012 ENVELOPES AVAILABLE SOON!  
 

Active members of our parish will be assigned a set of 2012 
Offering envelopes this month. Watch for information in the 
Embers as to when they will be available. There is a good 

chance that your pledge number will not be the same in 2012 as it was in 
2011. For that reason, please be sure you do NOT use the 2011 
envelopes until January 1st.  
 

Please note: Year-end giving must be received by 4:00 pm on 
Thursday, December 12th to be included on your 2011 giving 
statement. Year-end statements will be mailed in January by our 
Financial Secretary, Kathy Keson. Should you need a statement early, 
please give Kathy a call.   
 

We remind you that you must have an envelope number in order for your 
donations to Emanuel to be recorded for tax purposes.  

2012  



 

Christian Ed in the News! 

For more information on youth activities, contact Hjordis at 843-3686. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE:  
Please mark you calendar for these important dates ñ 
Sunday, December 4:    10:30 (during worship) Regular lesson/music 
      11:30 Important SS Teacher’s Meeting 
Sunday, December 11: 10:30 Play and bell practice...no lesson 
      5:30 pm Bell Choir practice before St. Lucia 
Wednesday, December 14:  Play practice for speaking & solo parts 
    only 3:30-6:00 (dinner served) 
Saturday, December 17:  Play practice  10am-2pm; lunch served at 
    12:00; Movie & activities offered for  
    little ones as a break. 
Sunday, December 18:  Practice at 9:30 sharp! 
      Christmas Program at 10:30  
Saturday, December 24:  Christmas Eve Family Service at 5 pm  
    (Bell Choir to perform òOh, Holy Night) 
 
 

KIDõS CLUB MEETS AFTER SCHOOL 
ON THE FIRST AND THIRD TUESDAYS OF EACH MONTH  

 FROM 3:30 - 5:00 PM.  
Students in grades 3-5 are invited to come to the church to share a 

snack, play games, do homework or just “chill” with friends. 
 

 

CONFIRMATION NEWS FOR DECEMBER:  
December 4: Meet at Don & Shari Verduin’s home— 
5 pm meal, 5:30-6:30 class; 606 N Lavinia, 425-3549. 
December 13: Community Table Service Project 4:30 pm 
December 11, 18, 25 & January 1: NO CLASS  

 
Mission Trip News:  
Team -building sessions with St. Paul & United Methodist:  

¶ January 27, 4:30 -7 pm @ Bryant Rd Methodist  
¶ April 13, 4:30 -7 pm @ Emanuel Lutheran  
¶ June 8th, time & place TBA  
 

There are many ways to support our youth in this upcoming 
Mission venture! We plan to have monthly events starting 
soon. Watch the Herald & Embers for more information.  
 

ONGOING CAN/BOTTLE DRIVE: Please consider supporting 
our youth in this simple way. To date we have raised over $250.  
The goal is to continue building the momentum and reach $1500 
by June with this effort alone. ñCan we do it?...Yes, we ñCanò!! 

 

Emanuel Lutheran Church will be holding a Silent Auction 
on December 11th. This is a fund-raising event! Please 
check out the complete display in the Parish Library and 
be ready to bid on your favorite items. What a fun way to 

do your Christmas shopping and support Emanuel at the same time! 

Don’t miss our 
Children’s Christmas Program 

“Star of Wonder” 
Sunday, December 18, 

during the 10:30 am Worship Service  

EMANUEL WILL HOST 
COMMUNITY TABLE 

MEAL SERVICE 
ON TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13, 

AT COMMUNITY CHURCH 

 

Your help is needed. We especially need donations of cakes/
cupcakes for dessert. Please sign up on the sheet in Luther 
Hall. This is the perfect opportunity to be of service to the greater 
community and spread some holiday cheer.  


