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“Don’t look back; you’re not going that 
way.” Those were the words that seemed to pop 
from the large poster that was hanging on the wall of 
the department store. At first I laughed, and thought 
the expression to be a bit silly, but as I continued to 
contemplate its meaning, I began to think about how 
much those words reflect the Christian faith. 

 

In his letter to the church at Philippi, St. Paul 
writes these words, “Beloved, I do not consider that I 
have made it my own; but this one thing I do: 
forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to 
what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the 
prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.” 
Our faith is a faith that engages us where we are, 
and then moves us forward with a sure hope for the 
future.  

 

In his second letter to the Corinthians, St. 
Paul leaves no doubt. “So if anyone is in Christ, 
there is a new creation: everything old has passed 
away; see, everything has become new!” 

 

As Lutherans, we believe that in the 
sacrament of Baptism, with the water and the word, 
God’s Spirit washes us clean and makes us newly 
adopted sons and daughters of God. We become 
the new creation that St. Paul has suggested and in 
that new life of salvation, we have a good hope, a 
future in Christ Jesus.   

 

As the New Year begins, I pray that you will 
be encouraged in your faith journey. I pray that you 
will be reminded that you belong to God. And I pray 
that, as we consider the ministry and mission of 
Emanuel Church for the coming New Year, we will 
not doubt God’s presence or the promise He has 
given us for a future. The prophet Jeremiah makes 
that one perfectly certain:   

From the Pastor 



 

“For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD, 
plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with 
hope. Then when you call upon me and come and pray to me, I will 
hear you. When you search for me, you will find me; if you seek me 
with all your heart.”   

So...“Don’t look back; we’re not going that way.” Our 
future is found in Him.    

 
See you in Church on Sunday! 
 
             -Pr. Jim 

The Annual Congregational Meeting is called for Sunday, 
January 29, 2012, immediately following the 10:30 Worship 
Service. At this meeting we will review and approve the 2011 
Annual Reports and adopt the 2012 Budget. Copies of the 2011 
Annual Report will be available to parishioners on Sunday, 
January 22, on the half-shelf following worship. Please pick up 
your copy on the 22nd so you will be prepared for our annual 
meeting on the 29th.  
 

~All Parishioners are encouraged to attend.~ 

Emanuel Lutheran Church 

Congregational 
Meeting 

January 29, 2012 

Please note: All Annual Reports are due 
in the Parish Office by Tuesday, January 17th at Noon. 

 

Compiled reports will be available to the congregation on Sunday, 
January 22nd. This will allow our members the opportunity to take 
a report and review it prior to the meeting on January 29th. Your 
cooperation is greatly appreciated. Thank you. 

 

Officers and Council Members 
 

Executive Board  

Rev. James L. Friesner, Jr., 231-468-9155, Parish Pastor 
Jerry Welton, 843-4743, President  

James Grey, 843-0990, Vice-President  
Steve Mertz, 845-1185, Secretary  
Tony Hamm, 843-9540, At-Large 

 

Through 2011 
 James Grey    843-0990  Position C 
 Larry Rees     843-8235  Position D 
 Jerry Welton    843-4743  Position E 
 Sandy Nelson      845-5295   Position F 

 

Through 2012 
 Tamara Brand   843-0089  Position I 
 Tony Hamm   843-9540  Position J 
 Joyce Usiak   852-0066  Position K 
 Ann Bird   845-5523  Position L 

 

Through 2013 
 Seree’ Jo Schmidt 898-6193  Position A 
 Cindy Jarvie   843-2613  Position B 
 Steve Mertz   845-1185  Position G 
 Donald Verduin   425-3549  Position H  

 
 
 

Ministry Support Team 
 

 Lou McCarthy  757-9629 Administrative Assistant  
 Hjordis Rivet          425-3633     Children’s Family Ministry 
 Craig Avery  233-1680 Music Director 
 Sally Teague  845-6706 Sexton 
 Kathy Keson  845-9150 Financial Secretary 
 Yvonne Bannon   90-2495  Nursery Caregiver 
 Eric Dixon  843-9253 Grounds 

Altar Guild 
Jenny Grey            343-3222 
Norma Friesner            468-9233 
 

Christian Outreach 
Anna Anderson            845-5684         
 

Christian Education 
Bill Anderson            845-5684 
 

Congregational Care  
Sandy Nelson            845-5295 
 

Finance 
Joyce Usiak            852-0066 

Property 
Jerry Welton            843-4743 
 

Scholarship  
Sonja Siewert            794-8106 
 

Stewardship 
Jim Grey            843-0990 
Jeanne Kagey            843-9945 
 

Worship & Music 
Jenny Grey            343-3222         

Parish Committees & Chairs   



 

FIFTH SUNDAY FOOD COLLECTION: As you 
know, Emanuel has a partnership with Harbor 
Light Fellowship Emergency Food Pantry. We 
collect food for the pantry during months that 

contain a fifth Sunday. Sunday, January 29th is the fifth Sunday 
of the month. We are asking for donations of canned goods and 
other non-perishable food items. Donated items may be placed in 
the Narthex. Thank you, in advance, for your generosity! 

EMERGENCY MEALS: As an outreach ministry of 
Emanuel Lutheran Church, meals are delivered to 
those recovering from an illness, accident or another 
emergency situation. If you know of someone who is in 
need of emergency meals, please call the parish office 
at 843-3686. 

An informal men's small-group ministry called                           
"Coffee and Conversation", consists, very 
simply, of a weekly opportunity to get together. For 

information, see Steve Mertz after church, or join us this 
Wednesday at 9 AM at Brenda's Harbor Cafe, 316 S. James St. 

Join us each Wednesday at 11:00 am 
as we pray for the special intentions of our parish. 

REMINDER: The Parish Office 
will be closed on Monday, January 16, 2011 

in observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. 

PICTORIAL  DIRECTORY UPDATE  
Thank you to everyone who has shared church photos 
for the directory. I'm still in need of some photos of our 
Community Dinners, Thanksgiving or Christmas 
Dinners, Children's Christmas Program or Bell Choir 
from the past two or three years. If you have any of these, you 
could email them to anniemariebird@yahoo.com or drop them off 
in my mailbox by the office and I will make sure they get back to 
you, after I make copies!  Thank you for your help!! 

—Ann Bird 

 

Congratulations and Happy Birthday to: 
 

Arthur Moberg  1-21 
  

For a complete list of January birthdays, 
please visit our website at: www.emanuel-lutheran.com 

I would like to thank all the wonderful volunteers who helped 
make our 25th Ludington Community Thanksgiving Dinner a 
success. We had 70+ volunteers and provided over 400 
meals. Special thanks to Diane and Gene Shank, Joyce Usiak 
and Laurie Seidelman for all the help they provided. Our 

dinner could not have happened without the generosity of the following 
groups and businesses: Walmart, Meijers, McDonald’s Bakery, Indian 
Summer Co-op, Big Boy, Allied Waste, Thrivent, American Legion and 
American Auxiliary Legion in Ludington, Beacon Ministries and, of course, 
Emanuel Lutheran Church. We are blessed to have such caring and 
generous people in our community. 

—Vicki Dorrell 
 

Thank you to everyone who donated items for the Silent Auction which 
brought in $2,153 towards our general operating expenses. A special 
thanks to Diane Shank, Megan Maltbie, Pat Daugherty, Eleanor Anderson 
and Sereé Jo Schmidt for all their help. 

—Joyce Usiak 
 

A big thank you to everyone who offered prayers and sent cards while I 
was recovering from surgery and doing rehab down in Ann Arbor. Your 
thoughtfulness means so much to me. Being part of the Emanuel family 
feels like you're in the middle of a giant hug and to me, that's the best 
feeling in the world!  Wishing God's amazing blessings to all of you in the 
New Year. 

                                                                           Sincerely, 
Ann Bird 

 

I appreciate all of the prayers following my unexpected surgery in 
November. Thank you Pastor for visiting me in the hospital.  I recently met 
with the surgeon and things are looking much better, although I potentially 
have a few more surgeries over the next couple of years. Thanks for 
everything & Merry Christmas. 

—Sonja Siewart 

The Emanuel parish family extends our prayers and sympathy 
to the family and friends of Harvey Johnson, brother of Evelyn 
Fearnow, who passed away on Wednesday, December 7, 
2011. Cards of sympathy may be sent to Evelyn at: PO Box 
5937, Gulf Shores, AL 36547. 
 

May he rest in peace. 

mailto:anniemariebird@yahoo.com


 

Dear Congregation of Emanuel Lutheran, 
Thank you so much for supporting our ministry by hosting 
the shelter during Weeks #5 and #6 of Season #3. The 
time and effort from each of you is greatly appreciated. 
May God bless each of you for blessing this ministry. 

Sincerely, 
Hospitality In the Name of Christ 

 

We give thanks to the members of our community who have given of 
themselves to bring joy to their less fortunate neighbors. May you be 
blessed on this holy day and through your years among us. 

Our thanks to you, 
Bob & Jean Fox 

 

I would like to thank all the wonderful people who helped get all these  
meals together and all the services that are provided for us hut-ins. This is 
my first year ordering from the church. Thanksgiving meal was out of this 
world. You have some of the best cooks. Thanks again to everyone who 
helped.  

—Darilyn Oliver 
 

Project Mary/Angel Tree Thank You Notes: 
 

Thank you very much for all the gifts we really appreciate all your help and 
thoughtfulness. The kids will be really happy. Hope your family has a good 
Christmas and New Year. Your kindness is a blessing.    

Thank you so much,  
Sally, Anthony, Bruce, and Olivia 

 

Thank you for the Christmas Basket. We are very appreciative and can 
definitely use any help this year with my husband being laid-off. I have 
been praying a lot this year and things are starting to turn around. Thank 
you again. May God’s presence abide with you today and in the New 
Year. Have a Blessed Christmas. 

Sheila, Steven, Aiden, & Joseph 
 

Thank you for the wonderful gifts. We are so grateful for the help and for 
amazing people like you to come along!  I hope some day I can make as 
big a difference as you did. You’re wonderful and I hope you have the best 
Christmas EVER! 

Love, 
Amanda, Aiden, and Owen 

 

Dear Family, 
I would like to thank you guys so much for all the stuff! I hope you guys 
have a great Christmas and a good, safe New Year. We will keep your 
family in our prayers. Thank you and God Bless. May your heart be lifted in 
joy at the true meaning of this wondrous season. 

Jennifer, Elizabeth, and Tanner 
 

WSPCC—Thank you!  
On behalf of the Board of Directors, Staff and Volunteers of West Shore 
Pregnancy Care Center, we would like to thank you for participating in the 
Project Mary 2011 Christmas outreach for our clients. Each year we are 
greatly encouraged by our community’s involvement to help those who are 
struggling during this time. We wish you a truly blessed Christmas season. 

—West Shore Pregnancy Care Center 

 



 

Christian Ed in the News!  

Kid's club resumes January, 3rd.   We will meet the following 
dates:   Jan 17, Feb 7 &  21st, March 6 & 20th, April 3 & 17, May 1 

& 15 (last meeting of the year) . 
 

Sunday School resumes on Sunday, January 8th.   We will 

continue to hold SS during the worship (10:30) with children 
returning to the sanctuary just before communion.  
 

Thank you so much to all who contributed to a very generous 
Christmas bonus!  I was shocked.  I am very blessed to be 
surrounded by such giving individuals.  Thank you, too, for all the 

wonderful comments towards our children's program.  They are an 

amazing group of children and I have loved working with each and 
everyone of them!   Much love, Hjordis  
 

Mission Trip News:  
Team -building sessions with St. Paul & United Methodist:  

¶ January 27, 4:30 -7 pm @ Bryant Rd Methodist  
¶ April 13, 4:30 -7 pm @ Emanuel Lutheran  
¶ June 8th, time & place TBA  
 

ONGOING CAN/BOTTLE DRIVE: Please consider supporting 
our youth in this simple way. To date we have raised over $250. 
The goal is to continue building the momentum and reach $1500 
by June with this effort alone. ñCan we do it?...Yes, we ñCanò!! 

Please keep our Confirmation Students in prayer: 
       

Madisyn Brockelbank, Zachery Buskirk, Kaitlyn Dixon, 
Kyle Dixon, Rune Kirby, Jacob Lesinski, Julia Maltbie, Maggie 

Nagle, Tambrea Sumner, Lacie Sroka 
and Cady Thomas 

 
Leah Cutler, Emily Millspaugh, and Morgan Mitchell 

For more information on youth activities, contact Hjordis at 843-3686. 

Congratulations to all our Emanuel students 

who were acknowledged by their schools 

for achieving Honor Roll status. 

You make us proud!  

 

A total of $3,545.00 per week is needed to maintain the day-to-day 

ministry of our parish. 
 

Date Rec’d      Attendance    Envelope Offerings        Year-to-Date                      

12/04     171                  $5,359                      $(17,650) 

12/11                    135               $3,264                      $(17,931) 

12/18     200   $4,408          $(17,068) 

12/24-12/25    301 (total)        $5,314 (total)         $(15,299) 

 

Noisy Offering  ($1,000 pledged)  Rec’d to date:           $1,052.95 

LSSM   ($1,000 pledged)  Rec’d to date:           $   900.00 

Missions  ($1,000 pledged)  Rec’d to date:              $1,685.00 

World Hunger  ($1,000 pledged)  Rec’d to date:              $   487.90 

A Measure of Our Love 

Wishing you abundant blessings 
in the New Year! 

--Your Emanuel Staff 

2012 ENVELOPES AVAILABLE NOW!  
 

Active members of our parish have been assigned a 
set of 2012 Offering envelopes. They are available 
on the half-shelf. Year-end statements will be mailed 

this month by our Financial Secretary, Kathy Keson. Should you 
need a statement early, please give Kathy a call.  We remind 
you that you must have an envelope number in order for your 
donations to Emanuel to be recorded for tax purposes.  

2012  

FROM THE STAFF  

Thank you so much for the generous Christmas gifts. We are 
truly blessed to serve the people of Emanuel. Your 
graciousness and generosity are much appreciated. 

 

--Pastor Jim, Craig, Hjordis, Cathy, 
Kathy, Yvonne, Sally & Lou 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 Holy Name Sunday 

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 

10:30 am Word & Sacrament (T) 

NO CONFIRMATION CLASS 

8:00 pm AA Meeting 

2 

 

1:00 WeW 

3 
 

3:30 Kid’s Club 
 

8:00 pm AA Meeting 

4 5 

 
 

8:00 pm AA Meeting 

6   Epiphany 

 

Pastor’s Sabbath 

—OFFICE CLOSED— 

7 

8 Baptism of Our Lord 

10:30 am Sunday School 

10:30 am Service of the Word (C) 

5:00 pm Confirmation Class 

8:00 pm AA Meeting 

9 

 

1:00 WeW 

10 

9:30 am PEO Meeting 
 

8:00 pm AA Meeting 

11 12 

 
 

8:00 pm AA Meeting 

13 

Pastor’s Sabbath 

—OFFICE CLOSED— 

14 

15 Epiphany 2 

10:30 am Sunday School 

10:30 am Word & Sacrament (T) 

—Noisy Offering 

5:00 pm Confirmation Class 

8:00 pm AA Meeting 

16  

Martin Luther King Day 

—OFFICE CLOSED— 

 

1:00 WeW 

17 

 

3:30 Kid’s Club 

 

 

18 19 

 

 

 

8:00 pm AA Meeting 

20 

Pastor’s Sabbath 

—OFFICE CLOSED— 

21 

22 Epiphany 3 

10:30 am Sunday School 

10:30 am Word & Sacrament (C) 

5:00 pm Confirmation Class 

8:00 pm AA Meeting 

23 

9:30 am Staff Meeting 

 

 

24 

 

 

 

8:00 pm AA Meeting 

25 26 

 

 

 

8:00 pm AA Meeting 

27 

Pastor’s Sabbath 

—OFFICE CLOSED— 
 

4:30 pm Youth Mission 

Event at United Methodist 

28 

29 Epiphany 4 

10:30 am Sunday School 

10:30 am Word & Sacrament (T) 

—5th Sunday Food Collection 

ANNUAL MEETING 

5:00 pm Confirmation Class 

8:00 pm AA Meeting 

30 

9:30 am Staff Meeting 

 

31 

 

 

 

8:00 pm AA Meeting 
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